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Introduction

‘he external auditory canal.

This character has been studied by Le

Montagne (1979) and DebIOCk (1982)_ ¢
.nd breadth of the ear of a children population : :

adult Basque population.

Material and Methods
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Tanie 1. - Distribution of sample by sex and age

Age Males Females
6 17
12 23
16 34
14 57
27 57

53.39

60-64 28 47 ;
65-69 28 35 63 v
: 30 30 { ENGTH REFE ADHERE , ,
;g . ;; 19 27 22 : I e READTH LOBE TYPE s DARWIN'S TUBERCLE
: 8 20 .
80-93 28 Figure 2.
—
en’s €ars are longer than women’s ears,
- both men and women have longer left ears than right ears.
;; order to know if the ear length presents sexual dimorphism, we had to calculate the
Jent’s +_statistics. From this analysis, we concluded that differences between masculine
. Stl::1 zemlmne series are not random. (Table 2, Figure 3).
4 i
- 2 Maximum ear breadth:
A slight increase with the_ age is observed for this character. We did not observe a clear
| e Jimorphism, or any differences between right and left ears. (Table 3. Figure 4)
i 5 -
SEGOVIA |
3 Lobe tyPpe:
Most men between 35 and 54 h.ave adherent lobe type. From that age to 93 we have
d a larger “umber of free lobes in both ears. There is no evidence to point out sexual
GUADALAJARA found 2 = A W \ po |
Jimorphism 1D this character. We can say more generall nerally that the major percentage belongs
. ro free lobe type, and the minor is that Q£ mtc:medm ediate lobes. (Figure 5).
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Fig. 4 - Maximum ear breadth by age groups.

M. e ah omi TGl N N w
Fig. 3 - Maximun ear length by age groups.
TABLE 3. - Maximum ear breadth: mean values.
Males Femal
Age Neo R L No e
35-39 6 3,30 3,22 17 3,08 3.08
40-44 12 3,44 3,30 23 3,03 2,99
45-49 16 3,31 1,37 38 3,14 315
50-54 14 3.2F 3,24 57 3.15 311
55-59 27 3.17 3,13 57 3,22 320
60-64 28 3,16 3,15 47 3,14 391
65-69 28 3,07 3,10 35 3,28 331
70-74 30 3,29 3,24 30 3,17 1208
75-79 18 3,17 3,15 27 3,29 3,328
80-X 8 3,34 3,30 20 3,27

80

right ear of males
left ear of fem: r_i
left ear of males
right ear of females

AGE
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0.41% of the individuals have a Darwin’s tube
ccurrence in left ears for men (5 3 0 l_:clt:. It has been observed that

for women. (Table 5).

S .
poth €af dicated by Martin and Saller (1961) frequencies of Darwin’s tubercle in both
1 OF

in . '
Asear :h men is 3,19 and 8,51% respectively, Women more frequently have non

itr:lbf:;zle 4 ears (93,43% against 88,30%). (Table 6).

L for age groups 40-44, 55-59, 60-64, 65-69. 80-X_ Ay

herf:f 1?: natn earg reduction. (Table ?). We conclude that in those "o

P Differences between left and right ears are negative for women at every age. There
the left side prevails on the right side. T-statistics are significant for the 4‘5-49-10 80-){
roup and we conclude that there is a reduction in the left predominance as age

increases. : . e
Breadth: Average differences are positive, except for age groups 45-49 and 65-69 . with

left side predominance. Statistical _SMic?nFe rises in the 40-44 group. with 4
:reedominance. As for women, there is a statistically significant left side fi“ . m
cJear for age groups 50-54 and 60-64. (Table 8, Figures 6, 7).
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TABLE 4. - Type of lobe present on the same males and females.

Age

L

Right ear
A I

i

Males

A

Left ear

—_
1]

35-39
40-44

50-54
55-59
60-64 11
65-69 11
70-74 11
75-79 3
80-X 2

3

1

45-49 9
8
6

1
4
1
Z
3
4
4
4
1

16
13
13
15
16

Total 65

% 34,57

26
13,83

3

2
8
7
9
9
10
2
1

97
51,60

58
30,85

S~ Oa N

-
W

A

Right ear
I

35-39 5

40-44 11

45-49 19
50-54 27
55-59 24
60-64 22

1

4
9
7
2

10

7:
2
2
3

——— T T = ==

167
47,71

Females

A

10

11
19
29
30
22

5
9
6
>

; 22 57
3 24 57
0 15 47
: 23 35
2 1 3()
2 19 27
3 12

146
41,60

o ———— e

TaBLE 5. - Frequency of tubercle of Darwin in men and women.

Age Right ear

35-39 1

40-44 2
45-49 1
50-54 1
55-39 2
60-64 3
635-69 2
70-74 —
75-79 —
80-X 1

Total 13
% 46,43

Male
Left ear

1
2
2
2
2
2
3
1

15
Y305

Total

6
12
16

14
27
28
28
30
19

8
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Females
Left ear

P S

14
50,00
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Males
In Only Not one

one e€ar car

= e ——m

Total

1 5
1 10
1 14
1 12
2 24
3 24
4 24
3 27

= 19

— 7

16 166
8,51 88,30
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e —

= Males
Ne Razok,

. Ear length: Asymmetry. R - L differences.

s 6 — 0,06
12 -0,18
16 0,03
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Females

IN® R 1.
17 0,00
-0,01
58 -0,10

57 -0,08

7 -0,09
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Fig. 6 - Asymmetries: R - L differences.
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1. Ears length grows with age. Men have longer ears than women. Left ears are Jay b

in both sexes. | ‘ e
2. Breadth presents a slight increase with age, which is a bit larger for women thap

e e e

) _ﬂ“ -
il g B
.."'

o~ ii—. !
r_ %
YAl

3. Higher frequencies of free and intermediate lobes are observed in men; neverthe

less, major percentage of adherent types arise In women.

Ace
o0-X 3 \ FEMALES: LENGTH  com—
75279 ) BREADTH oeceanas
- 78 {
65-69 - ->
60-54 ol
; ' RS
55-59 ¥
50-54 1 e ™
£3-45 S
&U-55 _ R
35-39
Sy 7 ¢ 2 % .

chow a length asymmetry. The left ear is longer in both men and in women
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