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INTRODUCTION

An understanding of the developmental patho-
genesis of a given anomaly may often be of value
in determining the importance and relevance of the
defect. The following report sets out a hypothesis
for the origin and significance of a minor anomaly,
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i FINDINGS AND HYPOTHESIS
Conrad, ME | Widow’s peak is an occasional finding in otherwise

| normal individuals. We know of instances of Ehe
2, ]. Br.med} ~ familial occurrence of mild widow’s -pcak. Evalu_auon
\  of the photographs of 1039 non-balding male Univers-
| ity of Washington medical students from the.classeg
{  of 1953-70, before the era of longer h’alr, dlsclc;s(i)
“ I 32 with a slight but noticeable widow’s peak (3%

onnd 8-]11 (lcﬁ), nor ' ’
7? ocular fields of w?rf ;E:uci‘r hypertclorism and widow's 113
hii:i}id ggmmnl dY’P"?i: Sj“‘“)‘
.o the Bypothetal I

:j yPI Cﬂjm.

e i
1 B
DD

= W A
e .I-l

a—

ocH ,
Ly hyperte

£ pcriacular hair-growth

loriem a. : > A880Clation betwee
l”‘-' Illr i and WIdtIW‘g l”l"ik . | ten
o Was suggested

lllltlilu.‘_s 1N d pane -
mentally defie:. patient shown in fie 'hi
ilmn1111!uuflltym;1]:-:t1 °0Y had a normal fh;ltz;'yc'l 12;
and what s s “Pt_:d left eye in the usual rc‘iu
: 1“- lnllfl'l"l't?!t'd 48 an :lberr;'mtly plgac:c;
:mry; iyc N the lefy temporal region.
« Iatarally dis;;;lil fesumed to be the consequence of
Iy accessory optic cup

_ aced rudiment
1N e leve

rly development. The eyebrow and few eye

cial interest is the lack

lnfsl‘ic.l:s_ are of note, but of spe

0 : | ‘ )

o }llll‘ growth in the surrounding area, a region
wu_uld normally be covered by scalp hair,
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resulted in suppression of hair growth in the peri-
ocular region. As a result of this unusual case we
suggest that, besides inducing the growth of eyebrows
and lashes, the eye normally causes suppression of
hair growth in the developmental field around it.
Normally, the two areas of periocular hair-growth
suppression overlap sufficiently high up on the
forechead so that there is no widow’s peak.
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